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Summary 
 

This report advises Members of actions taken by the Town Clerk in consultation with 
the Chair and Deputy Chairman, in accordance with Standing Order Nos. 41(a) and 
41(b) since the last meeting. 
 

Recommendation 
That Members note the actions taken since the last meeting of the Committee. 

 

Main Report 
 

1. Since the last meeting of the Committee, approval has been given under urgency 
procedures or delegated authority arrangements, pursuant to Standing Order No. 
41, as follows: - 
 

Delegated Decision: Act of Common Council – Representative Lord Mayors 

and Presiding at Wardmotes 

Background 

At the Policy and Resources Committee meeting on 16th December 2021, Members 

were presented with a report that looked to clarify the nationality requirement for 

Aldermen by removing an erroneous reference in Acts of Common Council that there 

is a pre-existing requirement for Aldermen to be British Subjects.   The report 

included an additional proposal intended to introduce more flexibility into the 

arrangements for presiding at a wardmote by allowing a Lord Mayor’s Aldermanic 

Representative to preside where none of the additional presiding officers are 

available. 

On the nationality element, Members noted that there were additional legal 

requirements that needed considering before this item could be progressed. This 



element was therefore withdrawn to allow the Comptroller to conder this further and 

come back with a further report in due course.    

In relation to the issue of Lord Mayor’s Aldermanic Representatives presiding at 

Wardmotes, Members noted that this was time critical given it will support effective 

management of the City-wide elections due to be held in March 2022.  As such, 

Policy and Resources Committee agreed to the Bill being progressed, minus the 

nationality element and granted delegated authority to the Town Clerk, in 

consultation with the Chair and Deputy Chairman, to finalise the terms of a revised 

bill on this element for submission to Court of Common Council in January 2022. 

Following the decision of Policy and Resources Committee, an updated version of 

the Bill for an Act of Common Council was drafted by the Comptroller with the 

nationality element removed. 

Approval was therefore sought and granted by the Town Clerk, in consultation with the 
Chair and a former Chairman of the Policy & Resources Committee to: - 

 

• Agree a revised Bill for an Act of Common Council to make supplementary 
arrangements for the presiding officer at a wardmote. 
 

2. In accordance with Standing Order 41 (a) and 41 (b), Members are asked to note 
the recent decision taken by the Town Clerk in consultation with the Chair and 
Deputy Chairman.  

 

3.  Copies of background papers concerning these decisions are available from 
 Chris Rumbles on request.  
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